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Painting Workshops and Exhibitions 
against Violence against Women
In the art project aiming to empower women 

on violence against women, 129 women 

painted against violence.

Twelve workshops were held in Istanbul, 

Adana and Hatay earthquake zones. The 

workshops were implemented by painter-

sculptor Meryem Tomak. This work was carried 

out in cooperation with Avcılar Municipality, 

Esenyurt Municipality, Istanbul Metropolitan 

Municipality, Seyhan Municipality in Adana, 

Antakya and Defne Municipalities in Hatay.  

The paintings were exhibited in Istanbul and 

Adana. The first exhibition was opened in 

Büyükada Taş Mektep on November 25th, 

the International Day for the Elimination 

of Violence against Women.  The second 

exhibition was opened in Adana on December 

14th at Yaşar Kemal Cultural Centre in 

cooperation with Seyhan Municipality.  To 

exhibit the paintings and photographs digitally, 

a web page was created for the project: art.

mavikalem.org.  The project was supported by 

the Embassy of Ireland.
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February 6th Earthquake 
Intervention Activities  / Hatay

Mavikalem has carried out disaster support 

and intervention activities in Hatay since 

February 13th. From 2023 March, it carried 

out its activities under the coordination of 

the Provincial Directorate of Family and 

Social Services within the scope of disaster 

emergency intervention activities.

Distribution of Basic Needs

MaviKalem started its disaster intervention 

activities with the needs of women.

By the end of 2023, it distributed basic needs:

• Drinking water

• Underwear for women and children

• Baby and patient nappies

• Baby food

• Cleaning and personal hygiene materials

• Summer clothes for the whole family

• Food parcels 

• Stationery and play equipment for children

• Blanket 

• Electric radiator

• Air conditioning

A total of 38,000 people were reached in 

these distributions.

Studies supporting well-being of women 

and children

Between May 2023 and November 2023, 

well-being support meetings were held with 

a total of 438 women.  It was implemented in 

Antakya, Defne and Samandağ districts.

In cooperation with Samandağ Municipality, 

individual psychological counselling was 

provided to women and 26 women benefited 

from this service.
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Again, between May 2023 and November 

2023, well-being support and entertaining 

activities were held with children.  624 

children between the ages of 6-12 

participated in these activities.

Let Women Reach Income Project

Women Create Their Own Business!

MaviKalem also supported women who 

wanted to re-establish the business they 

lost after the earthquake or to develop the 

business they had established with their own 

efforts. Women’s economic empowerment 

was supported.  This also contributed to family 

empowerment and economic revitalisation.

Women who applied to the project were 

selected according to certain criteria and their 

needs were identified through interviews.  

Since August 2023, 62 women have received 

and delivered the basic materials needed for 

their work.

16 women work in the field of food, produce, 

and sell pastries at home, and produce milk 

and dairy products. 

17 women work in the field of self-care, beauty 

centres, hairdressers, and cosmetics sellers. 

12 women work in textiles, running boutiques, 

tailoring, selling clothes in bazaars or fairs, 

producing hand-knitted clothes or bags, and 

wedding dress makers. 

3 women work in the health field: dietician, 

occupational therapist, and medical base 

manufacturer. 

4 women work in the field of education as 
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teachers or education/sports coaches. 

10 women work in specific fields that we could 

not categorise in other fields.

Installation of children’s playgrounds and 

women’s sports fields

After the earthquake in Hatay, parks where 

women and children can have a healthy and 

enjoyable time and exercise were built.

5 children’s playgrounds were established 

in Antakya, Arsuz, Defne, Kırıkhan and 

Samandağ districts. 

3 women’s sports parks were established in 

Antakya, Defne and Samandağ districts.

These parks were established in the areas 

indicated by the district municipalities.

 

Hatay Representative Office Opened

On December 21, 2023, MaviKalem Hatay 

Representative Office was opened.

Now MaviKalem continues its work in Hatay as 

a Representative Office.

Organisations Providing Grants for our 

Disaster Response Activities:

Acar Wholesale Market Ozan Acar,

Adventis Foundation (ADRA), 

Agency for Technical Cooperation and 

Development (ACTED), 

Eugster Frismag Labourers,

Fondation de France, 

Global Fund for Children (GFC), 
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Global Giving, 

Kreuzberger Initiative gegen Antisemitismus 

(KIGA), 

Operation USA (OPUSA), 

Peace Winds Korea, 

Stichting Vluchteling/Refugee Foundation

Empowering Work Teams

In 2023, as in previous years, we aimed to 

support the well-being of teams working 

directly with counselees  and beneficiaries.   

For the team consisting of social workers and 

psychologists working in the Marmara region, 

well-being strengthening meetings continued 

throughout the year in 15-day periods.

The working group working in the earthquake 

zone, who were also earthquake survivors 

themselves, were supervised by a psychiatrist 

every 2 weeks. 

Workshops on internal and external 

communication were organised for our project 

teams and working groups in the field.

Orientation workshops were held on learning 

and teaching techniques.

For the groups working in the earthquake 

zone and with disaster survivors, publications 

on psychological first aid guide, humanitarian 

aid principles, accountability were prepared, 

and trainings were implemented.

Throughout 2023, work teams were trained on 

19 different topics.

Research and Information Activities

Information publications:

• “Working in a Disaster Area - Humanitarian 

Aid Work” (Turkish and English)

• “Psychological First Aid Application Guide”

• “Psychological First Aid for Caregivers” 

• “What can we do against violence?” (Turkish, 

Arabic and Persian) 

Researches and reports: We recorded our 

study results and observations to improve 

ourselves and learn lessons from them.

•  “The Effects of the February 6th 

Kahramanmaraş Earthquake on Refugees: 

Needs and Situation Assessment Report on 

Calls to MaviKalem Hotline” 

• “Hatay Girls’ Situation Report” (Interviews 

with 15-18 age group girls affected by the 

earthquake living in different residential areas 

in Antakya district)

• “Report on the Psychology of Caregivers 

and Children in Hatay”. 

• “MaviKalem Children’s Rights and Respect 

for Differences Workshop Final Report”. 

• “The Adventures of a Family Father’s Game 

Impact Analysis Report”. 
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Financial Status
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Communication and Visibility
MaviKalem logo has been updated.  The new 

logo was disseminated on the website and 

then in all digital and printed communication 

channels. Logo user manuals in Turkish and 

English were prepared.

art.mavikalem.org A web page was created 

for the project “Art against Violence!” in 

Turkish and English. The page includes 

both the paintings made by women and the 

developments of the project.

Digital Map Work.  A digital map of Hatay 

was prepared to ensure the visibility of our 

earthquake intervention activities.  The map 

is updated at every work done. The map was 

added to the mavikalem web page. 

INCOME (2023)				    TOTAL INCOME (2023)

Member fees					     3,800.00.-TL

Aids received from abroad			   39.358.933,18.-TL

Other donations and grants			   145.624,81.-TL

Financial income				    3.695.851,48.-TL

Other Income					     255.810,76.TL

TOTAL						      43.460.020,23.-TL

EXPENSES (2023)				    TOTAL EXPENSES (2023)

Overheads					     804.878,67.-TL

Personnel expenses				    1.031.945,95.TL

Total expenditure for purposes and services	 32.831.497,55.TL

Other expenses				    34,50.-TL

Income Surplus					    8.791.663,56.-TL

TOTAL						      43.460.020,23.-TL
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Working and Management Team
MaviKalem, as a women’s organisation, not 

only focused on women, but also supported 

women’s employment within its own 

organisation. MaviKalem takes sides on behalf 

of women in recruitment policy to support 

women in their careers. In 2023, all activities 

were carried out by women-dominated work 

teams. Women were supported to participate 

in economic life, take part in social projects 

and do useful work. 88 per cent of the 

employees were women. The management 

team was all women. 

MaviKalem has two separate teams 

responsible for management, the Board of 

Directors, and the Audit Board. The members 

of these boards were re-elected at the 

12th Ordinary General Assembly Meeting 

held in March 2023. The elected members 

will continue their duties until the General 

Assembly to be held in March 2025.

WORKING PERIOD		  TOTAL PERSONNEL          WOMEN PERSONNEL	 MEN PERSONNEL	  PERCENTAGE DATA              	
             2023 			   52		         46		                  6	             88,46 WOMEN

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS (2023)	 AUDIT BOARD MEMBERS (2023)

EMINE FILIZ AYLA					     HAYRIYE KAZANCI

TIRAJE ZEYNEP YÜREGIR				    MELTEM PULTAR

MERYEM TOMAK					     GÜLTEN KARAHAN

DÖNE GÜNAY KAHRAMAN	

CEMALIYE YEGANE	



Address: Yavuz Sultan Selim Mah. Cibali Cad. No:31 Fatih / İstanbul
(+90) 212 635 3835  l  www.mavikalem.org  l mavikalem@mavikalem.org
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Add  c o l o r  t o  y o u r  l i f e !


